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ill-regulated manner of life continually landed me,
I shall not 'disturb the serenity of his old age "by the
indiscreet garrulity of mine. But the brotherhood
between him and Lowell brought our lives together,
and Lowell was the pole to which both our needles
swung. Norton's delicate health made it impossible
for him to take part in the excursions made by the
Club, though he was enroled as a member.

Of Lowell much has been said by many people,
some of whom were less, and others, perhaps, better
acquainted with him than I was, but of him I can
speak at least without restraint, other than that which
love and gratitude impose. And to-day, more than
forty years since I found his friendship what it ever
remained, the judgment I formed of him at first
acquaintance comes up again in one point dominant.
He seemed to me a man whom good fortune, and
especially the favor of society, had prevented from
filling the role that fate had intended for him.
There was in not a few of his poems the promise of
reaching a height which was attainable only to a
man who climbs light. There was in him the pos-
sible making of a great reformer, an evangelist,
which possibility never became actuality, owing to
the weight which social success laid on him.

All through his early poems runs the thread of a
fine morality, the perception of the highest obliga-
tions of religion and philanthropy, the subtle distinc-
tion of the purest Christianity, the defense of the
weak and oppressed, the succor of the poor; in fine,
the creed of a practical religion which required itsromas follows: a Ime by my artistic friends and promising support-
